


The glorious, sun drenched, surf lapped beaches of Sri Lanka’s southern coast

remain one of the country’s top tourist attractions to this day.

Thirty-five years ago, a hotel named after the mythical God of the sea, Neptune,
opened its doors to visitors to the southern coastal belt of Sri Lanka. It will soon be
transformed as a Heritance branded Ayurveda resort.

Today, this segment of business has grown significantly to incorporate some of the
most unique, sought after and picturesque hotel properties within its portfolio -

a portfolio that includes not only properties in Sri Lanka, but also some prime
locations in the Maldive Islands, India and Oman.

Whilst every Aitken Spence hotel is a prime example of gracious hospitality and is a
treat for the aesthetic senses, at least two of them bear further description.

The Tea Factory, in the chilly hills of Sri Lanka is basically just that...a tea factory
converted to a resort, with all the accoutrements of a modern hotel. Visitors are
treated to the awesome sight of the machinery and equipment of a true tea factory,
within the hotel itself. It is also an UNESCO award winner as mentioned previously.

Heritance Kandalama, was designed by the legendary Geoffrey Bawa, one of Asia’s
most renowned architects. From its first blueprint, through the first sod, to the last
lick of paint, the Heritance Kandalama came to epitomize the ultimate eco-friendly
hotel in the country. It was also Sri Lanka’s first such property. Kandalama is an

award winner in terms of its eco-friendly nature.



The Group’s portfolio lists its eight hotels, strategically located around Sri Lanka,

under two, well-known brands - Aitken Spence Hotels and Heritance (the latter
reserved for unique properties of outstanding comfort or character). These range
from quiet, intimate, colonial-style properties to large resort hotels.

Another property is currently under development in collaboration with the
Six Senses luxury resort group.

A prime example of Aitken Spence’s willingness to grow and seek opportunities
beyond borders is to be found in its foray into hoteliering in the Maldive Islands. The
Company was quick to appreciate the considerable opportunities that lay through the
geo-synergies that exist between Sri Lanka and the Maldives, vis-a-vis the holiday
maker visiting the region.

Thus, Aitken Spence was the first Sri Lankan hotel management company to venture
into the Maldivian hotel industry. Today, the Company operates seven prime
properties, ranging from a luxury complex in the newly-developed Raa Atoll, to an
unpretentious desert-island resort, popular with the dedicated diver.

For the future, the Aitken Spence Group will pursue further regional expansion. It is
currently looking to expand its portfolio in the region.

The Group, buoyed by its successful growth in Sri Lanka and the region, and in line
with its own strategy for the future, is actively seeking partnerships in the regional
hospitality industry.
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